
February 21, 2023 

Omar Ashmawy 
Chief Counsel 
Office of Congressional Ethics 
U.S. House of Representatives 
425 3rd Street, S.W., Suite 1110 
Washington, DC 20024 

Email: oce@mail.house.gov   

 RE: Rep. Adam Schiff (California) —Additional Evidence 

Dear Mr. Ashmawy,  

We are writing to bring additional evidence to your attention for the complaint we 
submitted against Rep. Adam Schiff on January 27, 2023. As outlined in that complaint, Rep. 
Schiff announced he was running for U.S. Senate, and in his campaign announcement he used 
video from the Senate floor—official government video footage. Under federal law, Members 
are prohibited from using any taxpayer funded resources for campaign or political purposes, 
which is reinforced by the House Ethics Manual prohibition on using official resources for 
campaign or political purposes. 

There is no question that Senate floor footage is an official government resource and 
cannot be used by a Member for campaign or political purposes. To be clear, the law and the 
ethics manual prohibits the use of any taxpayer funded resource for campaign or political 
purposes. Because it would be more likely for a House Member to use House footage, the ethics 
manual provides House floor footage as an example of one type of official government resource. 
Like House footage, Senate footage is funded by the taxpayers and is an official resource. There 
is no question that Senate resources are funded by taxpayers. For instance, when describing the 
official buildings that may not be used for political purposes, the Ethics Committee explains 
official buildings include the Capitol, any Senate building, and any federal building.  The rules 1

 The Committee on Ethics explains “official buildings . . . include[s] not only any House office building, but also 1

all district office space, any Senate office building, the Capitol, the Library of Congress, and any federal building.” 
U.S. House of Reps Committee on Ethics, Memorandum from the Comm. to All Members, Campaign Activity 
Guidance,  Aug. 15. 2014, at 3, available at: https://ethics.house.gov/sites/ethics.house.gov/files/20140815 Pink 
Sheet.pdf.
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also prohibit the use of any photographs or video being taken in any federal building for 
campaign or political purposes.  2

The law is clear and it is unarguable that Senate floor footage is an official government 
resource. Yet, when questioned about his use of the official government resource, Rep. Schiff’s 
campaign stated:  

“House ethics rules prohibit the use of House floor or committee footage for 
campaign purposes — the rules do not apply to footage from the Senate, which is 
what was used in Congressman Schiff's video,” a campaign spokesperson told 
Fox News Digital. “No footage from any House proceeding was used in the 
video, and Congressman Schiff was fully in compliance with House ethics 
guidelines.”  3

Rep. Schiff’s response is disingenuous and demonstrates his intent to violate the law. First, his 
response is wholly inconsistent with the law. It is concerning that someone elected to make laws 
would give this response demonstrating he doesn’t know how laws are applied or the applicable 
law in this case. It strains credulity to think a lawmaker doesn’t understand that he has to follow 
the law forbidding him from using official resources rather than one illustrative example given in 
the ethics manual. Second, when confronted with his violation, rather than taking steps to 
remedy it, he gave a response apparently intended to confuse and distract the public and 
continues to use official government footage for his campaign.  4

 Id.; U.S. House of Reps Committee on Ethics, House Ethics Manual, at 127 (2022 Print) available at https://2

ethics.house.gov/sites/ethics.house.gov/files/documents/2022/House-Ethics-Manual-2022-Print.pdf.

 Aaron Kliegman, Schiff Hit with Ethics Complaint One Day into Senate Campaign for Using Trump Impeachment 3

Video, Fox News, Jan. 27, 2023, available at: https://www.foxnews.com/politics/schiff-hit-ethics-complaint-one-
day-senate-campaign-trump-impeachment-video. 

 Adam Schiff, Pinned Tweet, Twitter, Jan. 26., 2023. The screenshot below was taken Feb. 21, 2023: 4
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This is a clear violation, and when presented with it Rep. Schiff chose to continue to use 
official government footage and violate the law. Not only is the abuse of taxpayer funded 
resources at issue here, but Rep. Schiff’s response and continued use of the video does not reflect 
credibly on the House.   5

To the best of my knowledge and ability, all evidence submitted was not obtained in 
violation of any law, rule, or regulation. Further, I am aware that the False Statements Act, 18 
U.S.C. § 1001, applies to information submitted to the Office of Congressional Ethics. 

Sincerely, 

/s/Kendra Arnold 

Kendra Arnold 
Executive Director, Foundation for Accountability & Civic Trust

 Members are required to “conduct themselves at all times in a manner that reflects creditably on the House.” 5
House Ethics Manual, at 1, 12 (citing House Rule 23, clause 1).


